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SOLVENTS rr^cM wat-:r and f?.cm 5e:a 

DBCLARftTION UNPgK 37 C.F.R. § 1.132 . 



Assistant. CDmimiss loner for Patent 
Washington, D.C. 202 31 



1, loar.nid Konstanta "^opouloS; declare rhe following. 

1 am a cc-inventor of the disclosure of the above-capt loned 
application. i am fully knowledgeabla of the disclc3ure of the 
application ^nd field of ait of the present invention, I n^ve 
read and under«tar.d zhe Office Action da^ed November 6, 2C01 and 
the references ciTed c.i:-r*^in, i.e., Meitzner et al., US? 

4, /^7,22j, Vuliiez-SGrTr.et et al,; US? 3,9^9,28", Rosenfcaum, ■;3P 

5, 460,7 92, anc Schwa-^ , , U3P 5,0n;436. 

'"he prc^sent invent i r-n is drawn to a :nc.croreT i cul a r Dolyrr.er, 
a process for preparing sc id macrcreticj lar pciynr.er, and The JS-& 
of said raacrorec i C'l. cr r ^yrer ?5 f.r. ahscrirent . One of the 
c r e I e r r 'j e s of t ^. 5 i r , ' ■ r< t- : ■'- s r r^-^ n ^ l !^ i r. ^ nc i m u \^ a Z 
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App:^ication K'c . ; Q3/2Ct,ly^ 
.....":y po:i>j*:;cn : 1 : i .'i o " r ^n- spiKage frcm tanker ships. "Ine 
invtin^ive .[ii..:x re^ ^ L 1 r polymers csn ^ifc^?orb up to 33 ::c 
.rries tr.e;;: v;eigh^ cf o-ii .-i::"J organic solvents interriOlec'j^arly . 
irpcrt'j[U- .i^:nr.cv. of t'.'i.e present ir.venticn is Tiha^ -ho 
r.acioret ic'^ Ldr rc s 1 . n •: polyn\er? have -an "Mc" cf 50,00C. "N^c/' 
T .'^ <riOuir. to tr.w .-kill^^i'l Rr-i£.5in a? being a rr.easurp of t hp 
m 1 e c v: 1 3 r w v c: n t ^ 1 > : i t; r. p-^l yir. e r b ^ L w ^ n c / o 1 i n < s , cai.o . ^ 
sLronqly related to ir-.e absorption capability of the cress 1 in ked 
poI>T".er , 

Tn oroer to obr-ain crosslinked polymers having an Mc of 
SO, 000, the inventive process involves the crosslinking of 
px^formad poxyTr.ers. This is a posi-polyrr.erization crosslinkmg 

S t (^n . 

In earh cf the ci::ed reference^r the crossiinking reaccion 
i performed at che sane ime as the polyr.er i zat ion react iori. 
Tn my opinion; the concurrent polyrrie r i zat ion and crossiinking 
reactions would n'ot cive an Mc jf 30,000* Accordinuiy, the 
inventive rr^acrorer i cui3 r :^ ^ * 1 ^nke d polymers are structurally 
aisr_nc:: from the poiyrr.ers ot the ciipd referanzes . Smct? none 
^'f Meit7.nf^r 31,, Vali i^z-Senr.eT. eT al., Rcsenbajm or Sc.-^w^r.? 
^1 a^. ^Gflcr. cr sugqp^t t-.^ p:!o;:f-r::i tre crossiinking recOticn r: 
a ^'Ost pel ymer ' : 'jt:.cn s:.ep, t.^.e rreser.r.y cjiQirneo r scr c-r i ou lar 
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Application iCc . ; C9/20o, 
orcduc- h.vm-] Mc oi' .SO, 000. it. not made obvious by r^e cited 



: ^ f e - n c 



I nereLv declare -na^ o-aterrerts rr^ae herein of my own 

knovlecge ar- Lrue and rh,=s^ all statements n^ade on infonna-;.n ^nd 
belief are beli^eved to be tru^; aad further that these statements 
wore r-ade w ; the kncvJecige thai wiUful false statements and the 
like so macs are p^.n ^ >?hab] e- by fine cr irTLprisonment , or both, 
under Sectio:: 1001 or Tit It. 13 of the Onir.cd States Ccae and that 
such w.: Llfo: false sta te:ueiii- s may iecp9rdi?:e the valid-ty ot the 
application or any patent issuing thereon- 



This 'I'i day of .ji^^ij 2 



CC2 



By : J. i y/g ^-t I-^J^Jl£: 



